Ccteber 25, 1962 


&~ 


Dear Mr. Chairman: 


I have received your letter ef Octeder 24, and I regret 
very much that yeu etill de net eppear to understand what {t ie 
that has moved us ia this matter. 


The sequence οἱ evente in cleay. In August there wore 
reperts of important ehigmerts of military equipment sad 
techaiciens frem the Soviet Unies te Cube. In carly September 
I indicated very plainly that ths United States weald regard any 
shipment ef offensive wespeas as presenting the gravest issues. 
After that time, this Geveramest received the most explicit 
assurances from your Government and its representatives, both 
publicly end privately, that no offensive weapens were being sent 
to Cuba. Σέ you will review the statement issued by Tacs in 
' September, you will see how clearly this assursace was given. 


In reliance on these solemn assurances I urged restraint 
upon those in this country whe were urging action in thie matter 
at that time. And then I learned beyond doubt what you have not 
denied -- namely, that all these public assurances were ‘eise 
end that your military people had set cut recently te establish 
a cet of missile bares ix Ceba. 1 ask you to recognize clearly, 
Me, Chaieman, that it wae not { who issued the Grst challenge 
in this cage, and that in the light of thie record these activities 
in Cuba required the responses J have announced. 


i repeat my regret thet these eveuts should cause a 
deterioration in our relations. I hope that your Goverament will 
take the necessary action to permit a restoration of the eaziier 
eituaticea. 

Sincerely ywurs, 


228 Ἐ, Kennedy 


N. 5, Khrushchev 

Chairman of the Council of Mindstere of the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 

Moscew, USSR 
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Sisned original following message from President to 


t 
Khrushchev delivered to SEX Soviet Enbassy 1:45 a.m. 
October 25 . 
; Washington timef Pleace deliver to highest ranking BHZ Soviet 


official immediately available. 
tober 25, 1962 
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